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every American city many streets are either a few feet too
narrow or a few feet too wide to be efficient in the highest
degree for the purposes which they are designed to serve.
If a city could take from some streets the surplus area which
is not in use, and give it to other streets in which a few feet
of extra width are badly needed; many problems of traffic
congestion would be quickly solved.

Any one who watches traffic moving along a city's streets
will notice that it passes in streams,  deviating from its The proper
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direct course only when obstacles come in the way.    Two streets as

based on
traffic zones,

streams of vehicle traffic, one moving rapidly and the other based on

slowly, pass along on either side of a busy street. Each
stream requires a certain sluiceway or zone to move in.
This zone of traffic^ or, in other words, this strip of street

* surface that is necessary in order to allow a stream of traffic
to pass conveniently, is the unit which must be used in any
scientific determination of street widths. But it may be
urged that no zone of vehicular traffic can be fixed with
scientific accuracy because there is no standard width to
which all vehicles conform. Carts and carriages that use
the streets are of varied dimensions. The sight-seeing van
needs more room than the runabout. All such things must
be reckoned out, however, and the unit must be deter-
mined with an eye to the great bulk of traffic and not with
reference to the unusual vehicle that comes along at rare
intervals. Very few of even the largest trucks exceed
seven feet in width; 90 per cent or more of ordinary vehicles
take six feet or less; and the margin for safe clearance,
with average skill in driving, requires another foot. This
allowance might in rare places give larger wagons a close
squeeze when they come side by side, but it affords reason-
able clearance room under all normal traffic conditions.
It appears to be only a matter of time, moreover, when the
laws or ordinances will establish in the public interest a
maximum width for vehicles using the streets. In many
places the maximum load is already fixed, and so every-